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sUUIng the Ballroads to Their
Highest EBcleacy.

Tho recommendations of the Inter
State Commerce Commission that the
railroads of the United States shall
pe put on n plane of the highest pos-

sible efficiency by the repeal of those
statutes which now prevent their op-

eration with due regurd to the public
Interest should be Immediately enacted
la legislation by the Congress. Al-

ready in the great war emergency
through which the nation Is passing
the folly of the philosophy which has
hamstrung the transportation system
of the continent hsa been made appa-
rent The Inadequacy of the railroads
to meet the demands ninde on them
ts directly uttrlbutuble to the hamper-
ing laws that prejudice and ignorance
have put on the books In the past,
and until those enactments are re- -

f vised In, the light of reason and
there can be no permanent

' improvement In .the situation and lit-- ;
- Ue temporary mitigation of the condl-- ;

tions which now exist.
By followfng the counsel of the

t Interstate Commerce Commission the
I w Congress would provide for the

operation of all railroads In
I- - m manner to serve the needs of the
:f Mtlon. The country would aid In

Sr the collection of the capital needeil
'

Immediately to bring them up to un
cflldent standard, under the conser-
vative direction of the financial off-

icers of the Treasury und bureaus
created to mannge this Important en- -

1;, terprlse; and public and prlvoto In
vestment would be safeguarded by n

h 1 proper control over securities of all
f1 classes.
:J The ruflroads must have capital;
i they must be hroucht at once to ti

Btate of physical Utncss for the stu-
pendous tasl; they are railed upon to
perform. To provide this capital mul
to furnish the Improvements needed

' no agency so competent as the United
- fJUte.s Government can bo Improvised ;

to expend It intelligently and wonom- -

tcally, no mnchlno comparable with
the present openitlUR mnntigers of the
rallronds can be lirouuht together.

'
, Moreover, by the assumption ns n

t measure of war nesf.lty of the duty
of nsslstlnB the rallronds In financing
ihelr iiecesary Improvements, the
Cpncro'-- s would begin n course of
practical instruction Mint would be
.of tho greatest possible beneilt not
mly to Its individual members, but

also to the nntion they represent and
tlie constituents from whom they
come. They would learn In the school

operations mat arc essential to uie
maintenance of adequate lines, ter
mlnnls and rolling stock. They would
bo Informed on tho overwhelming
burdens Imposed on private capital,
which recently have been Insupport
nble because of unwise legislation and
Inflexible regulation. The rnllroiuls
liave been In u strolljnoket, when the
Bafety of tho country and the preser
vation of Us Institutions required full
liberty for development. Their eyes
would be opened to the foresight that
must be exercised to meet not only
the needs of but tho re
quirements of years hence, and tho

t CTinwi, irifiu nnr in tfmi i m. dine .mm
stations 'and yards, but of providing
the trnrkR on which they aro to run,
tho rolling stock of which they nro
mode up and solving the ever recur-
rent complications In which are ex-

posed the frailties of human naturo
and the fallings of turn.

Tho Inlerstuto Commerce Commis-
sion points out the ulternntivo to this
course. It Is seizure of the railroads
by the President under his war pow-
ers, and direct operation thereof un-

der his authority for tho period of the
conflict. Against this course tho fact
that the Government possesses no

competent to the labor
of directing the roads, and the fact,
attested by cxperlonco 4n numerous
enterprises requiring tho creation of
Government bureaus, that the estab-
lishment of such an Instrumentality
woiild Involve months and possibly
yenrn of legislative nnd executive ex
perimentation nnd dickering, argue
conclusively. Tho country has before
it the Illustration afforded by the ef-

fort of the Government to build ships,
which its intention to create n fleetiln been obstructed by Inevitable

disagreements nnd rtonil.
locks. U U appalling to think of the

,VfA WBfjM fjMSJ) If
tho Influences which bare been oper-
ative In thU matter should bo per
mlttad to intrude-- In the delicate
mechanism of (be ajready demoralised
transportation system.

The war plans of the United States
demand that the railroads shall be
(brought In tho shortest passible period
of time to the highest possible stare of
efficiency. That can be accomplished
by ridding tho country of the barriers
that unwlso legislation has erected

A At l M - -'u uaturai ana logical, .
"vveiopnieni, oy repiemsning tncir
.m. . i. - .1

construction tbnt must be undertaken,
nnd by nssurlng the private investors
whoso money has built them that their
Intertats will not be sacrificed. This
course will preserve all that is good
and that which Is good Is Invaluable

In their organizations, and give to
the United States the benefit of the
wonderful machines that, despite pub-
lic opposition, hnve been preserved in
the railroad systems of the country.

The War on Impudently Basapant
SelnahBesa.

"The law of supply and demand,"
snld the President In his war ad-

dress, "has been replaced by tho law
of unrestrained selfishness."

Profiteering, tlio-Chi- ef Magistrate
went on, has been "eliminated In sev
eral branches of Industry many peo-
ple would have been Interested In the
list If the President had given It,
but It atlll runs Impudently rampnnt
In others."

In tho case of tho farmers, for
example. Profiteering Is Impudently
rampant In their case, ns the resi-
dent points out; not, however, with
the farmers as the profiteers; In his
view they are the victims of tho Im
pudently rampnnt profiteering.

This Is the special report which
Mr. Wilson makes to the Congress
nnd the country concerning tho de
plorable state of things nfHlctlng our
agricultural producers, the unjust
conuitions oppressing our farmers.
compressing" them, n It were, between
the two Jaws of n vise operated by a
relentless hand at the toggla:

Tho farmers, for example, complain
with a groat deal of Justice that while
the rtjruUtlon of food prices restricts
their Income, no restraints, are placed
upon tho prices of most of the things
they must themselves purchase."

Wliy did the President content him
self with mentioning the farmers ns
sufferers, from this sort of Inequity?
How about the railroads, for another
example?

Has he not observed in the case of
the rallronds, with their Incomes re-

stricted by the regulation of rates nnd
with no restraints on the prices of
labor and other things they must
tliemselves purchase, on Injustice
strikingly similar to that which ex-

cites his commiseration when ho con
templates the farmer's lot?

But no word, as yet, from the
White House to encourage the rail-
roads I

A Tax hy Any Other Name.
Tltlo I. of "An net to j rv.Ido rove--

nuo to defray war expenses, nnd for
other purpose," approved (Mober 3,
1917, reads, "War lncomo Tax."

Title II. of the muic act rcuds,
"Wir Execis Profits Tux."

Th-- j necl Ions of, the law comprised
under Title I. call for u normal
tax nnd certain additional graduated
taxes upon the Income of Individuals,
citizens mid residents of the United
States. These Income taxes are them-ielve- s

additional to those already Im-

posed prior to October 3, 1017.
They nro not taxes designed to fall

upon such enhancements of personal
Incomes as may bo due to the war.
Thero Is no vefercuco to tho war In
these except In the titlo "Wnr Income
Tux." In this title the word war ob
vloukly refers back to the title of the
law aud means "to defray war ex
penses."

' The solo purpose of these additional
income taxes is therefore to meet the
expenses of conducting a war. It Is a
"Wartime Income Tax" and not a
War Income Tax" or u "Tax on Wnr
Income"; that 'is, an increase of in
come traceable to the accident or for
tune of war.

Now lot us consider the second title
of tho not, "War Excess Profits Tax,

This provides for a tax "upon the
lncomo of every corporation, partner
ship, or Individual " equal to
the following ercentflges of the net
Income"; mid then tho law states the
percentage, nnd the method of de-

termining tho taxable net Incpme, and
niuch else;

Although the tltie Kcnks of a
"profits tax" the ttxt does not nse the
word "profits," but speaks only of
"net Income." Tho tax le not levied
on the net Income, but upon the In-

come equal to flxetl iereenlngea of the
net Income.

This, then. Is not u "profits tax" at
all; It Is nn lncomo tax. It falls on
Individuals as well as on partner-
ships nnd corporations; it fulls on
those Individuals and those corpora-
tions which have capital nnd those
which havo no capital or only nom-
inal capital ; for tboso who have In-

vested capital there nro fixed percent-
ages; for those who have no Invested
capital or only nominal capital there
Is a flat tax on tho net income. There
is in very truth no basic distinction
whatever between this Income tax lev-le-d

under Title II. and that Income
tnx levied nndcr .Title I. except that
the tax Imposed by Title IL drags
In a more or less artificial standard
called "actual capital Invested," by
which to measure the slice of income
It will take for the Treasury.

To consider again the wording of
Title II. "War Excess Profits Tax"

Does it mean a tax oa the exeats of

lacotM over past years, as exeeas das
to the war?

Not precisely. The sections' under
the title allow deductions based en

.earning In tho years 1011, 1013 and
1013. Tho tax Is therefore not de-

signed to reach income which has ex
panded in coneequenco of tho war,
bat all income which has expanded its
earning power; I. c., shows a higher
rats of return on the investment,
within specified limits, since January
1, 1014. The meaning of "war" in
the title "War Excess Profits Tax" is
evidently tho same as In Tltlo I.,
"wartime" or "to defray war ex
pense"

The adjective "excess" In the title
hss been disclosed as referring to the
excess of fncomo, or net lncomo, over
that prior to January 1, 1014.

Itevlsins tho wording of Title II.
in tho interests of truth, wo find it
should rend : "Wartime Income Tax
Based on Earning Power In Exeeas
of That of the Years 1011, 1012 nnd
1813."

Even this would be but imperfectly
descriptive, since where thero Is no
capital Invested, or merely nominal
capital invested, a lint tax of 8 per
rent, is Imposed on nil net Income
above specific deductions; these de
duction having nothing to do with
Income or earnings In the yenrs be
fore tho war.

Does nil this seem hardly worth
while? It will have been thoroughly
worth while If It leads some of us to
abandon the persistent notion that
the --"war ess profits tax" Is a tax
on excess profits due to the war, or
on excess profits of any kind or on
profits of nny kind. It Is a tax on
Income with special reference to In-

creases In the rntt of return on nn
Investment. Congress ought to rcvls
thjj title which mlsbrands It, and
which would he forbidden If there
were n pure tax law. ns there Is a
pure food law A tax cannot suc
cessfully be camouflaged, however.
And there Is nn exhibition of moral
vlrtuo possible In so simple nn act
ns calling a spade a spade.

The Hylan Administration Begins.
Mayor Htlan's administration of

the corporate affairs of New York
may truthfully be said to havo begun
with a reduction of 51,857,000 In the
budget for 1018. The compilation of
appropriations for next year, prepared
by the Fusion Board of Estimate, hits
been reduced In that sum by n Board
of Aldermen politically In sympathy
with the supporters of Judge Hyijv,
nnd Mayor Mitchel hns wisely re-

frained from attempting to force on
his, successor nltowances for munici
pal expenses that he hns been offi
cially Informed are unnecessary nnd
not wanted.

The amount of the savings thus ef
fected has been sneered ul as small.
Actually it Is large; the fact that
we have become accustomed to gov-

ernmental expenditures running into
the billions does not make a matter
of S2,000,000 lnconaldernble. That It
represents a small percentage of the
budget total U of no consequence.
Every assault on extravagance In
spending the public's money Is at-

tacked as cheeseparing, hecauso each
Item of wasto appears small In com-
parison with the whole cost of gov
ernment. Tho budget Is made up of
a vast number of appropriations,
many of them small In amount and
trifling In proportion to Its enormous
size, and it Is only hy careful regula-
tion of these that the burden on the
taxpayer can be reduced.

Mr. MiTciiet. would have been III
advised had ho precipitated nn un
necessary dispute by trying to impose
the Judgment of tho Fusion Board of
Estimate on the Democratic Alder
men with regard to tho amount of
money a Democratic city administra-
tion should spend. He has adopted
the wiser course, and the taxpayers
of this town will hope that the econ
omy shown in the prefaco by the
Hylan administration will be Justified
by its record in office.

Helping a Kinsman of Ours.
There Is no paradox In saying that

tho most Important thing occom
pllshed in the purchase of thrift
stamps is negative.

It's not the quarters we lend Uncle
Sam that help him so much as those
we don't spend for ourselves.

Of course the old gentleman has to
havo money to buy goods and hire
things done, but how In tho world
can he buy goods nnd hire things
done If we compete with him? And
that's Just what we do when we buy
things wo cau get along without
Thero are not enough goods nnd ser
vices In tho country to supply our
ordinary demands and his cmergoncy
demands.

Every time we buy thrift stamps
wo say to our well beloved avuncular
kinsman:

"See here, you need whnt this will
buy moro than wo do. Tuko It; we
can get along without It 1"

And the good nntured fellow, rp to
bis neck in work but not thu least
flustered, comes back nt us with :

"I'll pay you 4 per cent compound
Interest on every $4.12 you lend me
this way. Is that all right ?"

Is ltl
"German stamped."

Hero is n bond, a Government bond
of one of onr allies, which Is a par-
ticularly' promising investment. It
matures In a few years. If bought
now and held for maturity it yields
considerably over 8 per cent.

Identically the same bond except
for a single circumstance sells about
ten points higher. Purchased nt the
market nnd held for maturity this
second bond yields decidedly less,

Tho single clrcumstanco that differ-
entiates the two bonds is that the

flrtt htjari (httnn ataap. Thla
makes It possible to hy and Mil it
on the German exchanges.

The stamp has nothing to do with
tho security of the hood or the ac-
tual value of it It merely affects the
price, because so many persona do not
want a bond bearing a German stamp.
Therefore they will pay only 7B for
thla German stamped bond where
they will pay 88 or more for the
same bond with no German styap. .

Curious, isn't itf Rather nonsensi-
cal, too, when the country that Issues
tho hrmd is allied with ua In the war
ngalnst Germany ; when the payment
of interest and repayment of princi-
pal are as certain in the case of one
bond aa In tho case of the other.

Yet tho hard fact of the difference
in prices ts mighty significant of the
feeling about nearly ail things Ger-
man y. And it points like a
finger post to tle fate of many things
German in the years nfter this war.

Putting aside all questions of eco-

nomic nnd commercial discrimina-
tions following tho return of peace,
thero will be for Germany a severe
nnd long enduring punishment in the
social ostracism she is likely to be
subjected to nnd social ostracism

means pecuniary loss.
t

Thera are no surprises in a, nix day
raco or a Wilson Congress.

Thank heaven for that runaway
balloon! No one suspected wo had so
many that one could stray away.

A trim nurse's costume is calculated
to soothe tattered pocket nerves at any
war charity function, and It does.

The Mexican bandit may be suscep-
tible to forelcn propaganda, as alleged,
but ho has progressed beyond the in-

fantile stags of making speeches. It Is
nomethlng-- of an accomplishment to be
dlsloy&l without talking about It.

Everj-- now and then there comes a
substitute for gasolene, amply filling
tho placo of the old discoveries of per-
petual (notion.

Some are "left to strut their uneasy
hour and b forgotten," others march
to an eternity of fame.

It may be held by some humani-
tarians that the death penalty, which
Is advocated by Judge Malonb, for
charity swindlers Is too sewre, but
nobody would object if each of them
were kicked a couple of times by a
Missouri mule.

Washington at least leaves the door
mat for the Uolshevikl to stand on
while It considers opening the door.

l'rciddfnt Wilson's reasons for ask-In- s
for a declaration of war against

Austria-Hungar- y nre reported "not to
bo quite clear" to soma persons In
WashtnKton. They are dear to every
body outsldo the capital. What curl-c- m

and unique Atmospheric condition
obtains on the Potomac to obscure
tliem to any dweller by that interest
ing stream?

M. Porrit, the Premier of the new
Siberian republic, should havo a
kitchen cabinet.

Representative KrrcntN, the Demo- -
eratlc leader tn thu House of Repre-
sentatives, nays be expects u voto on
national prohibition and equal suffrage
before Christmas. How can all the
orator' these subjects inspire for con
sumption "back home" be disposed of
In so short a time?

Vienna bread may pass, but pilaff
remains.

FACING THE PROBLEM.

Let the Go eminent Issue as Occupa-

tion Lilt With Its Other List.
To thk Editor of The Sun Str: That

there was an agitation when war first
began between Germany and the Allies
that tho United States should hasten to
supply tho country with ships so as to
seise the opportunity to get Into contact
with South American trade and enable
American manufacturers to get a lamer
share of their business we all recollect:
but nothing was done.

Now that the neeortary speeding up
process Is on and that It is vital to have
more and more ships for tho transporta-
tion of troops and tho exportation of
necessaries, tt Is a pity that we were not
more forehanded. However, 'the point
which I wish to bring So Is that, owing
to the lack of steamship space and to
the conservation Hat and to
tho difficulty of obtaining licenses for
certain commodities, and particularly
thoso called there are
many concerns who have about come to
the 'end of their resources through the
Inability to transact business.

nt what uvatl Is the buying ef Liberty
bonds If they have to be converted Into
cash again through Inability to carry on
what trado one may have had? Does
tho Government, for example. Issue a
schedule or list of what Is urgently re-

quired, and Is there any opportunity to
be of bervlce to the Government direct
In thla connection slthout necessarily
being In the class tt those who have
made great fortunes as Indicated by
reference to Increased Incomes on the
first page of last Sunday's Sun?

Tjio answer may well be that If tho
buslnc. you are In does not pay get
Into another or Join tho army regardless
as to whether you are of ago or any
other conditions; or clso to take a posi

tion with some concern more efficient
and useful; all of which we know the
flret time without being odvlsod by the
Tiedflnlds or othors.

"They order these things better In
France, metblnks." B. P-- Thompson.

Niw Tonic, December 0.

TRADE BRIEFS.
Cope! producers In Congo wUh to de-el-

new markets for the gum. and It la

susceeteil by Vlce.Consu! II. A. MeUrlde,
London, nniland, that a demand for the
raw product might be created In tb
United BUtee. Copal la need In the mak-
ing of vernleh. The Director of economic
Affaire, Burnt, Congo, will send fall In-

formation about this product to any Amer-

ican Arms Intrreited.
Jepanene manufacturers wish te par-eha-

equipment for the manufacture of
glue. Drawings, specMratlone and all
other Information relative to Installations
of thla kind ehould be submitted.

There ts a market In Italy for black and
white enap faateneia of varloua slses.
Samples of the styles wanted may be ex-

amined at the Bureau of Foreign and De-

mesne Commerce, 7E4 Custom House, New
Tork.

American automobile manufacturers and
makers of automobile accessories are asked
te send catalogues and price lists to a en-etr-n

la the Federated Malay States.

ii iassu

The Case for Nat Aaswerlag fright
fahesi With rrlera threes.

To ths Edmm or Tjia Bvtt 8tr: Thar
has been some talk lately that the only
way to stop German Schreckllchkelt and .

outraxes is tkrcngh rsnrisals.
Is It going to be a good policy to kill i

Innocent women and children because
the enemy does tt? Because our civil- - i

lane suffer have we any right to Injure ,

harmless Germans? I thlpk not I Surely
there must be another way, of defeating
Germany than that of harming and
taking and frightening ssaocant Uveal

Put the men that wo would place In
raiding airplanes on the firing line I Put
the powder that would be used for the
making of Incendiary bombs Into shot
and shell that will find Its mark tn the
trenchos and not tn a sleeping city I

Perhaps those who read thto will say
that since war Is to horrible In all Its
manifestations a little horror more will
do no harm: that war Is so utterly
demoralising that this taking of civilian
Uvea Is "al In the game." True, war Is
demoralising and does bring out all
the brute force In man, but there ts a
limit to everything, even demoralisa-
tion, and to me that la the limit!

Supposedly we are fighting to make
the "world safe for democracy." Is the
way to go about It to use the same
devilish schemes Invented by German
"Kultur" and authorised by that very
Prussian militarism that we are tn the
act of suppressing? Do you think that
our noble Ideal will seam very noble to
the enemy when we try to gain K
through the very means we are fighting
against?

Will these reprisals make our Ideal
a true one and keep the Germans from
thinking we are lighting for purely lo

reasons? Will they?
The barbarous Hun In centuries gone

by poured hot oil down his prisoner's
back. The modern civilised German
pours hot shot and shell, so to rpeek,
down a civilian's back 1

Are we Justlltad In gaining our end
In such a base manner?

Some say that If we treat the Ger-
man prisoners badly Germany will Im-

mediately coase molesting ours. Again
I differ. A people whoss lr.stir.ctj have
been so turned back to those of the
cava man and the stone age man can
hardly care very much If thefr prison-
ers are maltreated. A people who have
committed the atrocities they have can-
not be moved by anything In the shape
of cruelty in this world of ours.

A victory brought about In this way
will be a material one, but spiritually
our souls will be seared. What good
wl!lvthls material victory over the Ger-
mans be when they know they have de-
feated us In soul !

Els a OrrENitttMca.
Naw York, December 6.

WHO'LL SAVE THE MOVIES?
Film Director tamest Their Lack of

Progress.
To tkc Ed.tur or Tub Sun B(r: I

was much Intereeted In Mr. Ttrcnon's let
ter on the subject of "Why Plays Fall,"
and especially that portion of It compar- - '

lng the standard of productions In the I

picture theatres of New York with those
given over to the spoken plays.

while I am as deeply Interested In ' theme something of the per-futu- re

of motion picture aa Is Bre- - baps, bow many people were there, how
non, both from an artistic and commer
olal standpoint, and freely admit that
ncope of the cinema Is Infinitely broader
than that of the spoken drama tne
Its of the theatre being confined to the
four brick walls of a theatre), I feel that
If a comparison such as one
Bested by Brenon were made
picture would be the loser. The'general
standard of tho spoken drama In Amer- -
lea to-d- may not be perfect; but It Is
a vast Improvement on the standard of
the motion picture. Granted that the
cinema has grown commercially and
technically, few people can deny that
from an artistic standpoint It has suf-
fered a sharp decline during tho past
three or four years. And utdei some- -
thing Is done to the picture from
come of the email minded men who ura
directing its destinies In America I pre
dict Its total collapse financially.

Such brains as the American theatre
can boast of are diverted largely to chan
nels of spoken entertainment. With per-
haps few exceptions the picture Industry
Is sadly lacking In culture, refinement,
originality, mentality, or a broad and
romjirehentlvu understanding of the
vital problems of the monu-n- t To-da- y j

there la no such thing as a "big" pic
ture. The film Is no longer tn the same
class with the spoken drama. It occu-
pies, figuratively speaking, a nook rang

from u to 60 cents. Three years ago
tt was almost crowding the drama to

wall and at admission prices similar
to those charged tn first class legitimate
theatres! These statements are not what
Hr. Brenon calls "glittering generali
ties" ; they are facts.

Mr. Brenon says that the newspapers
are attacking motion pictures and Ignor
us mo prusreu Ui nlm nu msae. boi

they are wondering why this progress ,

not been turned Into account, and
why the camera, which possibilities

man tne stage paie into insignin-eanc- e,

cannot be made the equal of tho
stage If not. Indeed, Its superior.

Perhaps U re non can tell us.
Wiluau Mooitc Tatch.

Naw Tour, December 5.

THE NATIONAL PARTY.

It nlll Wot Take Sides in t;ontrover -

sit Among SuaTruglst.

your Miss
Jeannotte Burns, speaking for sister.
Miss Lucy Burns, well known militant
suffragist. Is reported to havo said that
at tho convention of the National Worn
an' party, militant suffrage organ-
isation, a delegation from ths National
party will attend and the members
of the National Woman's party will de
cide whether to Join with the other
groups ln the National party. The state- -
mem says mat jiu-- a xiums oecjarec
"that the general leadership of the coa
lition movement I In the hands of J, A.
II. Hopkins of New Jersey uid John
Spargo and others."

As the director of propaganda and
educational activities of the National
party permit me to eay very positively
that til National party will not any
representatives to convention of the
National Woman's party. This was defi-
nitely decided upon at a conference of
National party leaders which was held
some time ago.

National party Is wholeheartedly
In favor of tho Federal suffrage amend-
ment, which Is the flrat plank In. Its plat-
form, but It does not take sides In
controversy which developed In
ranks ot suffragists upon
question of policy. John Kpakdo,

Director Propaganda and Publicity.
New TonK, December S.

Varieties.

Customer want a pound ef sugar.
Dealer Anthracite er bltomlaousl

TJMT CRITIC WO CYWIC.

Some of the Thlsgs Kaviewers of Plays
are to Contest WMh.

To ths Berroa or Tiis Bun Sir; If

tho and plot
Mr.

the
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the pubtlo knew a little more about the
dramatio critics of the dally papers, their
work and working condition, I believe
the' publla would be less prone to view
them with savage eeatemet I Happen
to know, because I have been one of
them (although outside New York) ; and
I am free of the illusion that the critic
your own, for Instance 1 a supercilious
cynic with a sinecure, whose life Is one
long taradlse of free seats and first
nights, and who errs tn eheer cussed-net- s,

or because he Is corrupt
That exceptions are cussed and other

exceptions corrupt Is true, and Just aa
true of any other profession. But the
worst one who ever sold out or dangled
a broad black ribbon from his eye-

glasses, was toller on a troadmtll and
merited sympathy as such I while as for
good one, If ever organist deserved the
"Don't shoot" placard, so do they.

But the letter which draws thla of
mine Is the one from I B. Wood, who
attacked the critic on the ipeelflo ground
that he Is not a guardian ef the public's
morals as exemplified In I Wood, and
complained that critics' encomiums had
misted Mr. (or may It not be Miss?)
Wood Into taking "young relatives" to
see no less than five plays, after each of
which he or she was ashamed.

When I say the publla Is savage as to
critics I do not mean U. B. Wood, whose
letter was quite moderate In tone. It
was Interesting because typical Of a
targe class whom viewpoint so exaspe-
rates mnny studious theatregoers that
they could rage uway their strength at
tt If they had not learned Ignore tt

Now I am not exasperated, nor do I
think the Woods should be Ignored. I
think they have Just claims on the news-
paper critic aa a reporter. They need
not expect him to Join them tn warring
on all plays tangent to the Seventh Com-

mandment from one direction or an-

other; they may, I believe, expect their
favorite newspaper to let them know
unmistakably when a new play has a
theme or a color which they would pre-

fer to avoid. '
I admit that In L. U. Wood's own

case this might ba hard to do. How tn
the world did B. read reviews of "Her
Husband's Widow," "Madame Sand,"
4c, without being warned to take those
young relatives elsewhere? One would
suppose the titles would be warnings.
.Surely a crumb of knowledge of George
Sand can be taken for granted tn a
reader of your editorial page I

think of a schema under which I be-

lieve the theatre would bo even better
"covered" than It Is and we should ajl

us the plain blunt man, the Broad-
way Jopes, tho L. U. Wood, the stage,
the author, the critic, the newspaper, the
Dray-m- a League and myself be better
served than u are. Will you, without
feeling that I am trying to tell you how
to run your business, Allow me to sketch
that scheme briefly?

Huji;x).-- e two men be sent to eaeh plsy,
tho critic and a reporter. Suppose that
a piece of Ftralght reporting be all that
Is published next morning a news story,
telling, aa the reporter might about a
formal dinner, what the entertainment
was. who gave It, who took part, the

they seemed to lllie It, and ao on,
Then suppose to the erltlo be given

Sunday iage or two, whereon to say his
critical say of each of the plays of the
week, appending his signature.

H would save him practically all the
obligation of quick reporting, which eats
"P his space and his limited time as
things are managed now. It would give
him some ehancr to reflect, to clarify hie
Ideas and condenso bis expreislon of
them. True, there are plays born on
Monday which aro dead within a week;
?o much the better; tho erltlo might
save hH powder. And so many others
aro heen at a dlradvantage the first night
that I mn not sure the critic ousht not
to postpone his attentions a night or two.
letting the ruportcr cover the opening
alnn?, or perhaps with Mrs. Reporter a
his side.

The report would give the reader all
he needs or has tlmo to learn as he gulps
his coffee tho morning after an evening.
On Sunday tho reader has leisure for the
critic, whoso fine shrewd touches would
not be missed In a rush for the subway
or the 8:14. H. D.

New York, December 5.

LABOR AND RAILROADS.

X Contrast of Government Methoas In
Dealing With Both.

To tub Ed:tok or Tits Bun Sir: It
Is Interesting to note the alacrity with
which official Washington bestirs Itself
to cater to the demand of labor.
anthracite miners who are at present
working under an agreement which has
not yet expired, and who evidently re-

gard such an agreement as nothing but
n Krran of naner whenever It suits their
pUrpoi- -, have Just a few weeks ago asked
for ull nCreai.e In wages. It took Mr.
Garfield Just two weeks to decide upon
an advance ln the price of anthracite
coal for the purpow of accommodating

f

these miner gentlemen.
In contrast to the above the Inter- - j

state Commerce Commission has been '

wrestling with this railway rate problem'
for over three years nnd does not seem '

to bo any nearer a solution y than
when It started. Is It not about time '

that tho Investors orennlxe a vigilance
committee and proceed to oshlngton
with a big stick for the purpose

i ih.fiii.nini. n. c Mmnr nut nr in- - .". nil- -

apparently brings results.
Since It Is evidently Impossible for the

lnestor In railroad securltlea to get a
re 1pa, , 6ny otner way they prou.

nMy could do no better than to emulate
action by the labor unlens. It Is
both n disgraceful and alarming condi
tion when the man who has his money
Invested In railway weurltlos must trem- -

, , at thou(.ht of ,.,
j ,Idly, by ftn .,. ,nveBtment d.
' pnndated almost wilfully at the hands

the agents of the Government.
IJnleKS the Government soon wakes

up to the situation and encourages rather
(Han dlscourSKCB Investments In railway
enterprises the Investor Is liable to close
bis purwj to all such Investments, In-

cluding thoso of the Government Itself,
and then the answer will be something
different to contemplate.

Waitsti Jontb.
ItrAPlNO, Pa.. December 6.

A Hint.
Flnce but a few weeke, sir, your facet,

Denevolent, eonepleuoue,
Were beaming from all public plaeee

To coax our bumble votes from ue.

Ills mnny vtrtuet eaeh proclaiming,
No eavlng grace ot modesty

And hla antagonist defaming
Hegardless of veracity.

y those portraits, torn and fatten J.
Those boastful words In glaring print,

Dirty, undlrnlned. bepattere1,
'Confront you. Can you take a hlntT

Minirri M. Amuws,

THE QUALITY AND THE QUANTITY
OF FOOD AT MILITARY CAMPS.

Very Utile Disease Dm to Lack

of

It would h a profound enlstaka to
pay any attention to paaslmtstlo lm- -

proMion. regarding th. food at sai l-

tary camps. Apart from the anxiety
inspired by disloyal anticipations, the
nation is deeply concerned with the
problem of supplying the men, not
only with good food, tut with certain
reasonable comforts.

People who are la a position
know about rations are fully satisfied
that the food ia geherally waB cooled
and sufficient They ars right in say- -

lng that the simple food and regu ar
- - -- " - - "

of officers and man. At the asms time
It may be said that even Ir the food
were not so good aa it really is, the
effect of fresh air, exercise iand early
hours would be decidedly healthful.
A certain conclusion aa to the quality
of the rations cannot be drawn in wis
way. Only food that la really bad and
Insufficient could produce effects upon
the nutrition of the men that would
be obvious to the correspondent or oc-

casional visitor to the camps.
The mortality rates do not neoassa

... "'"ois. uui ino sick iisis woum nuw,
especially the Incidence of intestinal
diseases, whether It waa defective in
quality and variety or both. Figures
have pot yet been' published, but It
has been made obvious by the expert
enca oMhe past six months that there
Is very little disease due to the absence
of one kind of food or to the pre-
ponderance of another.

In addition, It Is Just to say that the
supervision of the soldiers' meals la
most commendable At Camp Devens,
for Instance, officers have shown great
competence In taking charge of tho
bill of far.e, and it is the rule to have
an officer or sergeant ln the messroom
while the men are eating, The result
Is that they are well fed and well
.served. Yet Camp Devens is not bet-
ter fed than other camps.

In the matter of food It la hardly
safe to believe all that is said. A cer-
tain number of men will always grum-
ble. But, for various reasons. It Is
prudent to put In a word of warning
against tho gusty optimism of the
following statement which recently
appeared ln a New York paper:
"Theso men ore being better fed, bet-
ter housed, better looked after physi-
cally from ovory standpoint than
when they were at home."

This whole remark Is utterly lUogl-ra- L

Many of these recruits have, un-
fortunately, been too poor to pay for
good rood ana lodgings. They arc
now better off ln these respects, but. energy. At present tho French an .Judged by their previous condition, the Italian soldiers have a wlno rntlotpresent Improvement does not demon- - with tho approval of most authoritiesstratc much. It la somewhat uncon- -' it certainly seems a pity tlmt our

to aay that soldiers are bet-'die- rs refuse what Is hospital
ter fed, better housed, it'., than when offered, for If they avoided liquor, enthey were at homo. tho trenches, cept In moderation, probnblv dlsrlpiln.or ln camps In winter, they aro prob- - and efficiency would not suffer.

"HE DID HIS DAMNEDEST."

Is Carlyle Getting CrseUt That Be.
long to Harte!

Ts tbs Editor or Tsts Bun Sir: Tour
London correspondent, referring to the
tank motto at the battle of Cambral,
"The tank corps this-da- expects every
tank to do Its damnedest," says that nn
English literary expert attributes the
origin of this use .of 'Mamnedest" to
Carlyle.

The idea may have come from Bret
Harte, a man held tn high esteem bv
British eoldiers. According to Harte,
X gammer euea in California In
"'" "-- fr "'"'"" """""" "u"u- -
ances thought ho should havo a monu- -
menu A collection was taken up and
a comm Itee of one was sent with the
iombLn!! VEreM 1hT,

.

there, he was surprised to learn that
It was he Proper thing to make some
recognition of the deceased's virtues '

"Pi!Ll1.l.5t.0.rane; :fo ,,!.b"t ? th0

StJll .T ?rtT ,Ut

his damnede-t- - rn . .
,

wu.u V. 1 1 1 w w ,

Frame A. Eoan.
Nbw Bochtlls, December t. '

GERMAN IN SCHOOLS. j

Fslilsg Off of the Night Class nt
Be Witt Clinton.

To ths Ebrroa or Ths 8 sir. Th
study of the German liniuun h- -r in .

America has fallen to a low ebb and is I

being pursued by a smaller number of
students as time goes on. Every day wo
read where some school or Institution of
learnlns. on one nrotext or another, in
purging It from the curriculum, nn thn
lateut development la where tt will be
thrown of De Witt Clinton evening
school, as tho Board ot fcuucatlon does
not consider tho attendance at the Gor-
man classes largo enough to warrant tho

'maintenance of mch dawns or the lilr -
lng of a teacher therefor. I

Of eoune, under euch adverse condl- -
tions little can be done to stem the tide.
It Is a misfortune that thosa who aro
studying the language for purely phtlo-- ;
marital . - ,nm.n. . . .

havo subsided after th war.
Tho attendance at De Witt Clinton

evening German classes ts now thlrty- -
six, which Is nine les than the number ,

required.
Benjamin A. WEArncnwAX.

Nsw Touk, December C.

GOVERNMENT OWNERSHIP.
Arguments for It That Annlv Fnnallr

to Private Unified Control.
To tiix Editor or Tub Sun Sir; No

advocate of Government ownorshlp for '

a moment expects, tha railroads to bo
run by others than thosn who run thern
now, th only difference being that thu
proflta would go to tho Government In - '

atead of to prlvatu capitalists. '

Many lorgo roads earn un abnormal
profit and small roads lose money,
Tho losses of tho small roads could bo
met from tho profits on thn large
without apparent loss to them, ns thu
rroportlun la as cents to thousands of
dollars.

Every ono known that per cent. In
overhead expense of uny business do- -
creases as tho volume Increases, nnd If
.II railroads were financed from ono

general i mtre thu saving would ho so
large ths It would times pay for
whatever Ion thero could possibly bo
from bra ,ch that covered Isolated und
thinly fettled sections of tho country.

h. U Union,
New Tons', December S,

.(t.nZ h7. i... A L T ,' 'of Congress. Including the commission fer and await the advent of moro pro-- S: i,"" .r"?ir ltlf 7 This Is what labor does, and lt,p,lous times when popular feeling will

that

th

Tho

women

of

I

B.

to

I

of

E.

The

of

tnken

of Ose Kloel of Feed or to Pre.

must

In

out

many

roads

many

Aswther Kind.

J ably not so well housed, certainly tUy
Jr no wmrm' ,But( ln nrt to- ; u
jatlori to condl Uona which
armies are likely to encounter tn vl

, nvam
fn, best way to decide seems to t

( to examine tho rations in the light of
throe years experience with tnnA

. lems abroad. Tho ration of thu n...
, Jar Army Is likely to be monotonousU, a general rule, hashes nnd slews are
. t0o frequent. But the great defect cth9 army rations la related to trane
jjurfc euu incLaDutuBiR. i ney are com
posed of foods which are bulky and c.cupy a great deal of space. This fault
will prove exceedingly troublesonu.
when It Is necessary to supply & vastarmy in Europe.

One breakfast that is served Is made
p .j, follows: Stowed fruit, frlei

mush, molasses and coffee. It Is dim.
cult to supply tho bddlly nltroeen wl,
this breakfast, unless a frrcat deal U
eaten at a meal. Meat should not tx
nuueuiuicu lor cereal, lor an excess or
meat is now known to be harmful, but

, u srruui quaniuy mignt oe added to
mB breaKfast and the cereal reduced
for unrjaJrn nnnviiL

"it la admitted," ' says a hlsn
European authority, "that many eases
of disturbances In the general health

' tH . i. . '
I .it ,uiui ui n laimcucy LU lUUSCUHr

weaxness, wi;annees oi me heart and
similar forms of debility, may be veri- -

fled In soldiers as a consequence of t.
diet deficient in fresh meat, or la

of which dried foods or foods
that require cooking at high tempera-
tures do not contain enough."

This opinion, published recently at
Milan, Is significant, for the meat ra
tlon of the Italian troops waa reduced
after much discussion. From thli
point of view & breakfast o; ir.uah un.l
qoto syrup, though doubtless jroo-- i
under eomo conditions, la hardly suff-
icient for soldiers In active servtct.
However, much depends upon the coo.
and the baker. If they are capable and
think out a variety the army ration t.i
good enough for anybody. But It !
lacking In those things which mak
variety ln themselves condiment",
nnd vegetables, like spinach, radlshu,
carrots, which aro useful In prevent
injr scurvy. Tomatoea are suppllen
perhaps too often for most men.

A now point has lately been dii
cussed by Colonel Azan. In France our
soldiers will be hospitably offered wlnv.
They aro bound to refuse It. but win,

, of good quality la certainly a valuable
means or supplying warmth and

TIED TO HIS SALARY.

The Thing That Keeps a Man From
Going Bach to the Land.

To the EntToa of Thb Sum Sir; 1

was with Interest that I read In Tr.L
Sun of November 2 a communlcatlo:
from one "A. K. E." In regard to ..
dimcultles in getting farm help. Tin
requirement of a farmer that his !..:;
havo expertenco practically debars a'
whoso fields of labor have been eonflr.ei
to the city. There are of courso a nun'
ber of men now employed ln cities wh- - t
younger days have been spent or. tl.
farm, but whose Interests have ki lor..on associated with the city that !t s

with reluctance Uiat they lcavB It n
very fact that tney ,lava b
.orned, p.,hn!,. mRnv r
cclve tn9lr salary wlth regularity moat,,
by month deadens their Initiative, ar,
thoy look fearfully upon th real r
gponslbllltles of tho farmor

of the a-- e dos'rous c- -
ting awa Trom ,h. rtl'ne or cm,,

nre InvulM
drunkir. Joker, r rS but vh
,rB murnv. physically and mentull

many But there, because they ar
men. Lavo voluntarily assumed refponr',
Dimies or ramlly, &a, which mako :
almost Impossible for them to rellr.(ju!i!v
their positions, and become hired m.
each receiving 140 a montii and a terr.
house.

To cite a true Instance: A man ha
a wife and mother to support. He is
graduate civil engineer and hus the oor.
"dence of his employer, but belr.s ins,rou f the life on the farm tn eplte

"a attendant dlftlcultl-- s e.tlmat"
that 019 low!'. he could get alonj
,n th country would be 160 u month
exclusive of rent. Tho average farm.
would feel that he could not pay an It
"Perlenced man. however excellent h!
moral nd physical capabilities. ev:
?4" a Jr!0"'-!-i Plus a tenant bouse, rsc'

!' csa '60 a '"""th. To me the rei-- "'

why tno Inexperienced city niin dttlrour
' dolnB a man's work on a fsrm tn.

th0 titeiy farmer cannot get teeth's
13 hvlous. rt. t T.

Ncw Yna. December .

POOR, HELPLESS MAN.

A Stenographer Point to th Weak
neis of tho Dictating Animal.

To Tits EDITOi or Tux Sen Sir- - 1.
x stenographer, nothing gtvee rr.s mor- -

Pleasure thin ths pictures In the ad
vertlscments of dictating rnachir.is
Thero we see four or flvo tall. Mrir.K
handsome men waiting in attitude
anser. anxiety or despair for nr 'Vr
tall, strong, handsome man to f!n 't
tatlng letters to the one tcnofr-irv- "

of their offlce.
f,urpo" " ls tn" pI':,'Jr"

offices ; as for my own, my er.., Vl"

do not dictate more than fifteen I'
a day, only fourteen of which cr .

necessary. But I tm concern.! ''
tho case of the four or five btrcs r--
who aro wasting away btcaus.
tlmo Is being lost, I long to swa-f- l '
the picture; "Do It yourtelf, yes I
boobs Write your letters by hanu.
rent typewriting machine ml i

) painfully at tho keys. It uMB tea-'- i

patience prudenco. tcreiics, I), r r
i dependent upon the limitations "
I woman ; nc. I"
j But thty never will. They h;ne ' '

j taught that It ls buHners to ' "
and dictate :i mess of obvious
mldlc phrases and to believe t.ut tht
constitute

How manv of thete J. C.v .V.r.l'j.
I Smiths are hMo to perform nny n.anar'
. labor moro Intricate than tylnr; a

or whacking a golf ball? 1 d. 'i t i

durs I can nimo?t gueps.
Gkictsitl U

Nbw Tonic, December 5.j


